THE TULIP EATERS – Book Club Discussion Questions
What kind of woman is Nora?
How are she and Anneke similar? Different?
What roles do culture and religion play in the novel?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Integration by immigrants who came to the United States after World War II was often problematic. What do you think it was like for Anneke and Hans to try to be Americans?
Was their tendency to isolate typical? How difficult do you think it was for Nora to feel like a “real” American with parents from a foreign country?
How important is the setting in the novel?
Does it add depth to the historical information presented throughout the story?
Did the novel give you a different viewpoint about how some Dutch citizens neither fought in the resistance nor joined the NSB?
What about those who did join the Nazi movement?
What attributes do you admire about Nora?
Which did you not admire? Did the author effectively convey Nora’s pain, terror and grief about the situation in which she found herself – her mother murdered and her baby kidnapped? What would you have done differently?
Did the novel hold your interest?
What was your favorite part? Your least favorite part?
Isaac is not a classic antagonist in that he is not a villain, but an embittered man who lived through an inhumane experience that ruined his life. Still, he is a murderer. Did you develop sympathetic feelings for him as you read the novel?
What about Amarisa?
Ariel is caught between his father’s world and his own. Was he ever master of his own fate?
What do you think of him as a character and did he change by the end of the novel?
Do you think Anneke should have told Nora about her past love with Abram?
Should she have told Nora that Abram was her father or would this have been unfair to Hans, who raised her? How much are children entitled to know of their parents’ past and have your views on this subject changed as you have aged?
How do you feel about the decision Nora made at the end of the novel not to prosecute Ariel?
Would you have done the same?
- See more at: http://www.savingmaxbook.com/dev/book-clubs/book-club-discussion-questions-for-the-tulip-eaters/#sthash.1MzRX19m.dpuf 
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